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Global tourism operates on a volatile platform that is affected by climate changes,
alterations in the political arena, economic and technological factors. The forces are
interconnected to rebuild tourism systems in multifaceted forms. South Asia reflects this
dynamic and has good tourism potential with both environmental and governance issues. The
paper will discuss the tendencies in the tourism practice within the area and develop two contrary
futures of growth and constraints of tourism, compare the findings and reflect on the ethical
implication of developing tourism’s future as sustainable.

Present Baseline: Tourism in South Asia

South Asia has been experiencing steady growth in tourism within the past 20 years.
Approximately 27.1 million international tourist arrivals were noted in the region before the
COVID-19 pandemic, a factor that points to the increased integration of this region into the
global tourism flow. Since-the-pandemic recovery has been also strong.! South Asia has nearly
reached 92 percent of pre-pandemic tourism, which compares well with other countries.? It is a
recovery which suggests potential and strength.

The region is very diverse in terms of tourism. India boasts of one of the top culture and
historical tourism destinations to tourists visiting the Taj Mahal, and the Indian heritage
architecture at Jaipur.® Adventure tourists come to Nepal and Sri Lanka is a blend of cultural
heritage tourism and coastal tourism. The Maldives, too, has earned an excellent image of the
high-income foreign tourists of luxury tourism. Religious tourism is another contributing fact

and every year millions of individuals visit sacred places in the region.
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Seasonality affects the trends in tourism. The monsoon season affects travel flows, and
increased visits are expected during the colder months. Accessibility varies widely. The rural and
hilly regions lag behind large cities, which benefit through facilities of more airports and the
internet.* The gaps influence the allocation of the benefits of tourism.

Meanwhile, the region experiences unremitting problems. The problem of environmental
degradation is rising particularly in sensitive ecosystems such the coasts and mountain like areas.
There has also been overcrowding in popular places of interest and has resulted in pressures on
the natural resources and the host community. Cultural heritage sites are also threatened by poor
management and increasing number of tourists.® Issues of governance like unequal policies and
political unrest also complicate the development of tourism. These conditions form the basis of
future scenarios.

Key Drivers of Change

South Asia has a number of tourism drivers that will shape the future of its tourism. One
of the most striking ones is climate change. The warmer climate and rising heatwaves are already
experienced in the area, which affects the environment and comfort of travelers.® The coastal
area is also exposed to sea level rise, and the Himalayan glaciers are shrinking, altering the
landscape of tourism attractions.

Infrastructure investment and economic growth are also in the spotlight. Tourism
generates job opportunities, foreign exchange, and area development. It cannot, however, be
successful without good governance and long term investment in transportation, accommodation

and services.” Without this, the growth may not be uniform.
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One other aspect is technology change. Digital platform has transformed the process of
planning and experience of travelling amongst tourists. Emerging new forms of mobility are the
online booking systems, mobile apps, and remote work trends.® One such case is the rise of
digital nomads, where there might be an increased demand to stay longer in a location connected
and characterized by a good lifestyle.

Political stability and good governance also influence the patterns of tourism. The visa
policies, the level of security and cooperation in the area affect accessibility. Governance can
diminish tourism potential even where there might be good natural and cultural sites.® All these
drivers create a multi-faceted and unpredictable future.

Scenario A: Tourism Expansion and Growth

South Asia is on its way up in a situation of tourism growth and development. Its
economic growth is also very high, and governments invest in infrastructure and promotion of
tourism. Recent developments, including the rise in regional arrivals of 9 percent, suggest that
South Asia can keep on witnessing a rapid rise in tourism in the coming few decades.°
International arrivals increase more than they were prior to the pandemic because of better
connectivity and growth in demand. The area is also linked to the global tourism networks.

Niche tourism is developed and expanded. Eco-tourism is gaining momentum because
tourists are ready to experience nature-based and wellness tourism is growing with traditional
cultural tourism.'! Nations develop on the basis of their strengths. India is enhancing its heritage
tourism, Sri Lanka enhancing its coastal tourism and the Maldives continues to receive high-end

visitors. Regional cooperation is improved and traveling in South Asia is facilitated.
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The economic benefits are boosted. Tourism provides a source of employment and keeps
the local businesses going, particularly in the hospitality and transport industries. The World
Bank Group created 1.2 million or more better jobs via the Indonesia Tourism Development
Priority Program.'? The infrastructure will improve, which will influence the tourists and
residents positively. An increase in foreign exchange earnings brings about national
development.

With growth, however, come new challenges. Over-tourism is one of the issues in major
tourist locations. It is putting increasing pressure on natural resources, especially water and
energy.'® It damages ecosystems, and leads to an increase in environmental degradation. Due to
the high flow of visitors and absence of management, cultural heritage sites are becoming risky
in terms of deterioration.'*

Social impacts are unequal, as well. Even though some communities will become more
affluent, other communities may become displaced or cost of living is to rise. Inclusive tourism
can alleviate the situation of inequality. The scenario demonstrates the dilemma of economic
growth and sustainability.

Scenario B: Tourism Constraint and Transformation

Conversely, a constricted and transformed scenario is an alternative of the future. Climate
change is more disruptive, and extreme weather events and warming diminish the popularity of
some destinations.® The beach tourism is impacted by coastal flooding, and the mountain

environment changes impact the trekking experience.
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Meanwhile, the adoption of measures worldwide to curb carbon emission results in
increased restrictions on travelling. The rising costs of energy will raise the cost of long-distance
flights and international tourism will be less affordable. It means that the number of visitors
reduces or does not increase.

Tourism trends change towards regional and domestic tourism. Customers focus on
shorter journeys and prefer greener alternatives.*® There are new types of tourism, such as slow
tourism and virtual experiences. The changes are a wider movement towards values related to
sustainability.

The effects of this situation are not even. Countries that are highly reliant on tourism like
the Maldives have been greatly challenged with the low number of visitors. People lose their jobs
in the tourism industry, which impacts their livelihoods.!” Nevertheless, decreased strain on
natural resources enables the ecosystems to rebound. There are communities which enjoy better
environment and more sustainable tourism activities.

Destinations are changing into quality with an emphasis on quantity. Governments and
businesses invest in sustainable tourism models, community-based projects. This situation
focuses on resilience and long-term sustainability, as opposed to fast growth.

Comparative Analysis

These two scenarios have significant distinctions that can be compared. The growth

scenario enhances mobility and economic opportunities but puts more pressure on the

environment and social systems. The constraint scenario, in turn, minimizes mobility and
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enhances sustainability and resilience.'® Both situations have varied results in relation to equity
and environment.

The growth scenario provides businesses and governments with benefits to the local
communities and ecosystems with costs. The constraint scenario minimizes economic benefits,
whereas the environmental and social results can increase. It brings into question the aspect of
fairness and sustainability.

System-wise, the constraint scenario seems more sustainable, since it considers the
environmental limits and encourages adaptation. Nonetheless it also demands a lot of economic
adaptability.!® The growth scenario is expected to provide short-term economic benefits but with
greater risks in the long term. One of the key issues that policymakers and stakeholders face is
the way to balance these outcomes.

Stewardship, Moral Response, and Discipleship

The future of tourism depends on a good element of ethics. Such values as stewardship,
responsibility, and care about creation could help in decision-making. Stewardship emphasizes
the need to conserve natural and cultural resources rather than exploiting them to earn a quick
profit. It is particularly important in places which experience a strain on the environment. A
significant contributor of tourism is also environmental pressures, with tourism contributing
approximately 7.3 percent of greenhouse gas emissions globally, casting doubts on tourism
sustainability.?°

Humility allows awareness to limits. Not all growth is positive, and unrestricted tourism

can be detrimental. Admitting such limits and making prudent choices is a responsible attitude.
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Charity and social responsibility are a focus on the promotion of fairness. Tourism should be
useful to local communities and not increase inequality.

It is the duty of travelers, governments and institutions. Travelers will be more aware of
their decisions, such as by selecting sustainable businesses and reducing unnecessary travel. The
policy makers can implement policies which will result in sustainability and protection of
sensitive environments.?! Research and innovation of institutions can help support responsible
tourism.

Tourism devotion is to practice complexity and not to seek easy solutions. It is a process
of balancing between the economical, environmental and social factors. The uncertainties of the

future necessitate ethical considerations.
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